
 

Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs) among Minnesota Adolescents1 

National Overview 
Although adolescents aged 15-19 make up 7.2% of the total 
U.S. population,2 in 2008 they accounted for 35% of all 
reported chlamydia cases and 29% of gonorrhea cases.3 In 
2008, females aged 15-19 had the highest rates of chlamydia 
(3,275.8 per 100,000 women) and gonorrhea (636.8 per 
100,000 women) than any other group.  Between 2007 and 
2008, the Chlamydia rate among 15-19 year olds increased by 
10.7% and the gonorrhea rate decreased by 1.3%. 
 
 
Minnesota Perspective 
The disparity between women and men is striking. Female 
adolescents in Minnesota are disproportionately affected by 
chlamydia and gonorrhea, as shown by the much higher rates 
compared to males of the same age. 
 
Gonorrhea rates have decreased 30.0% since 2000. The 
chlamydia rate increased 62.7% for adolescents aged 15-19 
from 2000 to 2009. 
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In Minnesota, STIs 
disproportionately affect adolescents 
of color. Of particular note are the 
high rates of chlamydia and 
gonorrhea cases reported among 
African Americans aged 15-19 years 
old.  Even though they account for 
only 4% of 15-19 year olds,2  African 
American adolescents accounted for 
47% of Chlamydia cases and 65% of 
gonorrhea cases reported among 
adolescents in the state in 2009. 
 

 

 


